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Bumble Bee Box Reporting 

As summer comes to an end newly mated queen bumble bees  
hunker down for hibernation while colony-founding queens, 
workers and males die-off. This makes it the perfect time to inspect 
your bumble bee box!  

To participate in our bumble bee box monitoring program simply 
download and complete the bumble bee box questionnaire 
(located on our website). There is also a handy video showing what 
the contents of an occupied box might look like and how to 
complete the questionnaire. And remember, even if you didn’t 
have any bees in your box, it’s still important to report back!  

Bumble bee boxes are super easy to maintain. Just dispose of all 
contents (but let us know if you have a bee nest we can have) and 
wipe the inside and front of the box with a mild bleach solution.  

Completed forms and any questions can be sent to 
info@albertanativebeecouncil.ca.  
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Upcoming Events: 

Alberta Native Bee Council 
Annual General Meeting  

October 26, 2019 in 
Edmonton at King Edward Park 
Hall from 11:00-4:30 

Registration is free for 
members and $25 for non-
members. Pre-registration is 
required. Click here for details. 

Draft Agenda: 

11:00 Dr. David Prescott -Wild 
bee monitoring in Alberta 

11:30 Ron Miksha, MSc 
Candidate - Competition 
between urban honey bees 
and wild bees 

Noon - Light refreshments 

1:00 Dr. Mindi Summers - 
Discusses her work on bee 
biodiversity in Alberta 

1:30 Megan Evans - An 
overview of solitary bee hotel 
design and maintenance 

2:00 Business meeting 

3:00 Coffee break 

3:30 Bumble bee box 
workshop. 

ALBERTA NATIVE BEE 
COUNCIL 

AGM | Bumble Bee Boxes | Upcoming Events | Bees in Winter | Thank you!

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/74699162205
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/74699162205
https://www.albertanativebeecouncil.ca/bumblebee-box-program-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6AEVK_RULE&t=2s
mailto:info@albertanativebeecouncil.ca
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Where do Bees Go in the Winter? 
Fall is officially here and insect activity has died down for the 
season. We are often asked, where do bees go in the winter? 
Queen bumble bees that are produced in late summer leave the 
nest, mate and burrow into a small soil cavity, where they will 
remain until spring when they will emerge to forage and start their 
own colony. Ground nesting and stem nesting bee species, many 
of which are only active for 3-6 weeks in the summer, remain either 
as fully developed (but un-emerged) adults, or in a lesser 
developed state in the nest cell produced by their mother. These 
bees will emerge sometime next spring or summer. 

Proposed Bylaw Change 
Annual memberships currently expire at the end of the calendar 
year, which aligns poorly with our fall Annual General Meeting 
when many memberships are purchased. To address this, the 
board decided that members who have purchased a membership 
in 2019 will remain in good standing until September 1, 2020. This 
change will better align membership purchases with the AGM so 
that a membership purchased at the AGM would be good for 
almost a full calendar year. 

To facilitate this, the Board is proposing to change Section 5.4 of 
our bylaws from ‘The Annual General Meeting of the Council shall 
be held on or before October 31 in each year…’ to ‘The AGM must 
be held between September 1 and October 31…’ 

Thank you for your support! 
The Alberta Native Bee Council would like to thank all members for 
their continued support. Thank you to Megan Horachek, Kerry 
Peyton and Renert School for your donations this year.  

We want to mention our 
special friend Alee, who lives 
in Perryvale, Alberta. Alee 
hosted a lemonade stand and 
donated a portion of the 
proceeds to the Alberta 
Native Bee Council. We are so 
impressed with Alee’s 
entrepreneurial spirit and 
generosity. Thank you Alee!!
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Events (continued) 

World Animal Day Celebration at 
the Alberta Wilderness 
Association Office in Calgary on 
Sunday, October 6, at 1 pm. 

South East Alberta Watershed 
Alliance in Medicine Hat on 
Friday, November 1. 

Edmonton Nature Club in 
Edmonton on Wednesday 
November 20. 

Lethbridge Naturalists’ Society, in 
Lethbridge on January 8 at 7 pm. 

ANBC Memberships 

Are you already an ANBC 
member or would you like to 
become one? Annual 
memberships offer a vote at our 
Annual General Meeting, 
bragging rights about being a 
member of ANBC, and help fund 
native bee conservation efforts in 
Alberta. Renew or purchase a 
membership on our website: 
albertanativebeecouncil.ca! 

Coming soon… 

• Solitary bee nesting box 
design; 

• Update on the provincial wild 
bee monitoring program; 

• New Bee Council logo and 
coffee mugs, t-shirts for sale; 

• Best Management Practices 
for Managed Bees in Alberta; 
and 

• Alberta Native Bee Council 
Strategic Plan.

http://albertanativebeecouncil.ca
http://albertanativebeecouncil.ca
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